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Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Putin majority cut despite ' 


MOSCOW (AFP) - Russian 
strongman Vladimir Putin on 
Monday suffered the worst 
election setback of his career 
as the majority of his ruling 
party was scythed back in 
polls marred by claims of se¬ 
rial violations. 

Despite the failure of the 
ruling United Russia party to 
win even half the vote, mon¬ 
itors said the polls had been 


slanted in its favour and US 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton said there were ’’se¬ 
rious concerns”. 

The contentious vote 
sparked vast opposition ral¬ 
lies in Moscow and the sec¬ 
ond city of Saint Petersburg 
with police saying 300 peo¬ 
ple were arrested in Moscow 
alone, including popular 
anti-corruption blogger 


Pre-clearance and Pre-inspection 
in Aruba for travel to Europe - a 
welcome proposition! 

In view of the fact that many people travel to Holland and 
other countries in Europe from Aruba, the Prime Minister of 
Aruba decided to explore the possibility for a similar pre¬ 
clearance - pre-inspection facility such as is in place for the 
US, for travel to Europe from Aruba, (read story on pg 2) 
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Check out your water bill online by 
logging in on www.webaruba.com 



Obama presses tax cut 
extension 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama chastised 
Republican lawmakers Mon¬ 
day for failing to act to extend 
a cut in payroll taxes set to ex¬ 
pire at the end of the year. 

In comments at the White 

slanted' polls 

Alexei Navalny. 

’’Russia without Putin,” 
the demonstrators cried. 

Police said they arrested 
about 100 others at the Saint 
Petersburg rally, which was 
not authorised. 

While United Russia has 
managed to keep a much-re¬ 
duced absolute majority, it 
appears Putin's once invinci¬ 
ble popularity is on the wane 
ahead of his planned return 
to the Kremlin in 2012. 

United Russia obtained 
238 seats in the 450-seat 
State Duma in Sunday's 
polls, down sharply from the 
315 seats it won in the last 
polls in 2007, election com¬ 
mission chief Vladimir 
Churov told reporters. 

"The word 'Putin' has lost 
its magic force,” concluded 
analyst Yury Korgunyuk of 
the INDEM research insti¬ 
tute. ’’These elections 
brought him nothing good.” 

This was the first time 
that Putin or his party had 
endured a decline in support 
in an election. United Russia 
has also lost the majority of 
two-thirds required to pass 
changes to the constitution. 
The party only managed to 
win 49.35 percent of the 
vote, down sharply from 
over 64 percent in 2007. 


House, Obama said Republi¬ 
cans were blocking the meas¬ 
ure to avoid allowing a hike in 
taxes to a small group of high 
income earners which would 
offset the costs of the tax cut 
extension. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, meanwhile, said the 
Democrats proposal for a tax in¬ 
crease on millionaires to pay for 
the payroll tax cuts would be 
scaled back, in hopes of getting 
Republicans on board. 

Obama said the payroll tax 


cut represents around $1,000 a 
year for the average middle 
class family and will end at the 
end of December. 

"If Congress fails to renew 
this tax cut before then, that 
same family will see a tax hike 
of about $ 1,000 a year,” he said. 

"There aren't many folks 
either in the middle class or 
those trying to get into the 
middle class who can afford to 
give up $ 1,000. Not right now. 
That's why Congress must 
act.” 


Friday nights are full of surprises at 
Paseo Herencia during the holiday 
season 



Paseo Herencia knows this is a hectic time as harried 
shoppers seek gifts for loved ones, and are doing their 
best to make it fun and keep up that special spirit of the 
season, (see story on pg 2) 


r "" COOL - CASINO - ARUBA ” "I 

J,E Irausquin Boulevard 79 Palm Beach Dutch Caribbean ARUBA 


I www.coolcasinogaming.com 



PROMOTION TICKET 


::: THIS VOUCHER WILL BE EXCHANGED FOR *10 PROMOTIONAL SLOT TICKET AT THE HOST DESK::: 
FOR HEW MEMBERS OHLV *“ 
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hours-Serving „ 

IMIOpmto I MM EJSTL: 
phone number 586-3904 
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THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Frog's) 


~ seven 
days 
7 a week. 


Balashi 


A Roe* 
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Free 10 oz Balashi draft with the 
purchase of any sandwich £ fries or onion rings. 


Burgers, Fries.. A 


delivery in hotel area for orders over $50.0 Or 


Pre-clearance and 
Pre-inspection in Aruba for 
travel to Europe - 
a welcome proposition! 


Friday tights are full of surprises at Raseo 
Hemncia during the holiday season 



For many years, Aruba has 
pre-clearance and pre-inspec¬ 
tion facilities for travel to the 
United States. Aruba is among 
the few countries in the world 
to enjoy this facility. 

For Latin-American coun¬ 
tries Aruba is a sort of hub in 
their travels to the United 
States. Aruba has allocated a 
sizeable area on our airport to 
the American immigration 
and customs services so they 
can operate efficiently as 
they provide the pre-clear¬ 
ance and pre-inspection serv¬ 
ices to travelers to the US. 

In view of the fact that 
many people travel to Hol¬ 
land and other countries in 
Europe from Aruba, the 
Prime Minister of Aruba de¬ 
cided to explore the possibil¬ 
ity for a similar pre-clearance 
- pre-inspection facility such 
as is in place for the US, for 
travel to Europe from Aruba. 

It was in this context that 
the Prime Minister met with 
drs. Loes Mulder, general di¬ 
rector of IND and Mr. Gerrit- 
sen to explore the 
possibilities for such a facil¬ 
ity here. Prime Minister 
Eman explained in detail 
how the American pre-clear¬ 
ance and pre-inspection 
process function on Aruba for 
those traveling to the US 
from Aruba. Mr. Gerritsen 


was in Aruba just a week ago 
and paid a visit to the Ameri¬ 
can facility on the Reina 
Beatrix Airport, hence was 
very cognizant of how the 
facilty functions here. 

According to Eman, the 
pre-inspection in Aruba for 
flights to Europe should not 
be a diffcult matter to set up 
in view of the fact that the 
passports are the same and 
that the conditions for travel 
are the same as that of 
Aruba’s. One matter that must 
be guaranteed at all cost is the 
privacy of all travelers. Pre¬ 
clearance, according to Eman 
would automatically follow 
the pre-inspection process. 

After an indepth discus¬ 
sion of Aruba’s petition, Mr. 
Mulder showed much inter¬ 
est in the proposition and in¬ 
dicated that he did not see too 
many barriers for Aruba get¬ 
ting such a facility. The func¬ 
tion of the ‘gateway’ of 
Aruba to Europe and Latin 
and Central America also 
plays a mayor role in the de¬ 
cision that must be taken. 
Undoubtedly, with respect to 
the growing economies of 
Colombia and Brazil, the in¬ 
troduction of a pre-clearance 
and pre-inspection facility 
from Aruba is of utmost im¬ 
portance. 


Families and friends wishing 
some seasonal spirit and to 
find great gifts at bargain 
prices are flocking to Paseo 
Herencia Mall in Palm Beach 
on Friday nights. Since they 
first lit their trees on Novem¬ 
ber 11, mall management has 
discovered the festive atmos¬ 
phere of the shopping center 
and their seasonal entertain¬ 
ment is making a Friday 
evening at Paseo Herencia a 
new holiday tradition. 

The wealth of eateries 
housed within the mall 
makes it easy to meet for din¬ 
ner and then make a night of 
it; their roster of exclusive 


shops are offering great deals 
with sidewalk sales every 
week, and there is always 
something new to entertain 
and delight shoppers strolling 
Paseo’s corridors, aside from 


the musical groups perform¬ 
ing from 8:00 p.m. on in the 
Plaza Padu. 

Last week gasps were 
heard as mannequins in the 
windows of Aqua Bendita, La 
Coste and New Balance sud¬ 
denly came alive to smile and 
blow a kiss to curious young¬ 
sters, and the mall’s resident 
paiso made balloon sculptures 
to delight them. Nobushi of¬ 
fered a stunning array of sushi 
and other specialties for shop¬ 
pers to sample, and next Fri¬ 
day, it will be one of the other 
fine restaurants that line the 
central plaza. 

Paseo Herencia knows 
this is a hectic time as harried 
shoppers seek gifts for loved 
ones, and are doing their best 
to make it fun and keep up 
that special spirit of the sea¬ 
son. 



: :: MANAGEMENT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DISCONTINUE THE PROMOTION AT AMY TIME::: 
*** 1 PER PERSON PEH DAY *** 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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Haute Cuisine in Palm Beach? Very AMUSEringI 




Patrick and Yvette 
welcome you 

Our taste testers at THE 
MORNING NEWS have just 
enjoyed the most amazing, 
amusing dining experience, 
conveniently located in Palm 
Beach, in a cozy, attractive 
bistro at the Playa Linda Re¬ 
sort. Chef Patrick and his 
wife Ivette welcome you to 
Amuse, their French inspired 
bistro, where they share their 
passion for fine food and the 
classic art of cooking, en¬ 
hanced with a dash of 
Caribbean flare. 

Patrick has opened his 
own place after years of es¬ 
tablishing the reputation of 
some of Aruba’s finest 
restaurants. He is adamant 
about creating his sauces and 


specialties strictly 
from scratch; 
nothing is out of 
the box or can and 
all ingredients are 
fresh-he even 
grows his own 
herbs and spices, 
and believe it or 
not, churns his 
own fresh made 
ice cream daily! 
Imagine a sumptu¬ 
ous desert of the 
creamiest Red Wine Ice 
Cream served up with a rich, 
moist, brownie, or Pineapple 
Carpaccio with fresh churned 
Cinnamon Ice Cream, and 
you have a finish for 
your dinner that 
will have you re¬ 
turning again 
the next 
day to try 
one of 
his other 
remark¬ 
able spe¬ 
cialties. 

Patrick is 
well aware that a 
memorable meal is a 
feast for all the sense, and his 
dishes are as pleasing to the 
eye as they are to the pallet 
and your wallet. One would 


expect to pay very high 
prices for such effort, but 
their menu is quite reason¬ 
ably priced. Amuse also pro¬ 
vides the option of selecting 
a dish in main course or half 
plate, appetizer size, which is 
very nice if you would prefer 
to taste a wide sample of 
their delectable offerings. 
The restaurant also prides it¬ 
self on an excellent wine cel¬ 
lar to provide the perfect 
pairing for the gourmet food. 
Menus change to some de¬ 
gree with the seasons, taking 
advantage of what is fresh 
and best for the time of year. 


Amuse is 
named for the tradition of an 
“amuse-bouche” a chef’s se¬ 



lection for something special 
to tantalize the taste buds. 
This past Sunday, 
Patrick and Ivette cele¬ 
brated their first an¬ 
niversary at 
Playa Linda Beach 
Resort, and are 
sharing the oc¬ 
casion will all 
their patrons 
over this coming 
week. Patrick has 
prepared a special 
amuse-bouche, which fortu¬ 
nate diners can enjoy, com¬ 
pliments of the house, for 
this week only. 

Amuse is open daily for 


A beautiful and romantic 
setting 

dinner from 5:30 to 10:30 
PM. However, if wishing to 
dine at peak hours, Yvette 
recommends calling 586- 
9949 for reservations well 
ahead; they are happy to take 
walk-ins anytime before 7:30 
PM. The charming logistics 
of the bistro allows patrons to 
enjoy the al fresco ambiance 
of a Parisian sidewalk cafe 
while still being protected 
from the weather; it is right¬ 
fully becoming quite a popu¬ 
lar place to savor fine dining 
combined with Aruba’s trop¬ 
ical ambiance. 
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Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. 


?km 6ii( 586 0786 for Reservations. 


The Perfect Location for ALL Celebrations. 


UFE MUSIC DAILY FROM 7.30 TO9.30PM. 


RESTAURANT 


Amazing views over Aruba, 

± Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor Bar, 
Warm Service and our indoor and Outdoor tables make us 

Jtie Experience you can’t miss 

Situated on the Mill of Mudhfiilana 
night next to the California £ighthouoe 


ideaI for Spectacular Sunset 
and views over Aruba Pictures. 


Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, Lunch (11 AM ) 
and Dinner (5.30 PM ) . 

Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. 


Sinterklaas (St.Nikolaas) receives a 
warm welcome in the mainstreet of 

Oranjestad 



nice children and a 
roe, a chimney 
sweep's broom made 
of willow branches, 
used to scare the 
naughty children. 

MAMBO (the 
association of mer¬ 
chants in the main- 
street of Oranjestad) 
set up various 
stages, and stores 
prepared fully for 
this event, specially 
organised for the 
local kids. 

Sint and his Piets 
even went as far as 
dancing the 

Macarena for their 
younf fans. 

The mainstreet was 
packed with people taking 
advantage of the tremendous 
sales and discounts offered 
for the Christmas Season. 

MAMBO wishes to thank 
all shoppers, locals as well as 
tourists for the support given 
to the stores in the mainstreet. 

MAMBO also invited 
everyone to visit their 
“Christmas Village” set up 
together with the Govern¬ 
ment of Aruba to make the 
mainstreet more pleasant and 
easier for the Christmas flow 
of shoppers. 


Last Saturday, Sinterklaas 
and his Zwarte Piets visited 


the mainstreet of Oranjestad. 
Shoppers with their kids were 
delighted to be entertained by 
the Holy Man and his Piets. 

Although he is usually re¬ 
ferred to as Sinterklaas, he is 
also known as De Goed- 
heiligman (The Good Holy 
Man), Sint Nicolaas or sim¬ 
ply as De Sint. 

He is celebrated annually 
on Saint Nicholas' eve (5 De¬ 
cember). The Zwarte Pieten 
(his helpers) have roughly the 
same relationship to the 
Dutch Saint Nicolas that the 
elves have to America's Santa 
Claus. 

Sinterklaas and his Black 
Pete usually carry a bag 
which contains candy for 


Marisol Angela is the big 
winner of Afl. 50.000 cash 
with DIGICEL campaign 



Last Sunday, Marisol Angela 
was left speechless when her 
the call of Digicel giving her 
the good news that she was 
the winner of the grand prize 
of Afl. 50.000 cash in Digi- 
cel’s “Top up & Win” cam¬ 
paign. 

The happy winner re¬ 
ceived her prize on Sunday 
during the celebration of Sin¬ 
terklaas at Digicel San Nico¬ 
las. 

Digicel launched this cam¬ 
paign in the month of August 
during which Digicel give 
away no less then Afl. 
180.000 in prizes. 

To participate all Prepaid 


clients had to do 
was recharge their 
cellular phones 
with Afl. 10, 25, or 
50, and automati¬ 
cally they were 
added to participate 
to win one of the 
200 prizes of cred¬ 
its or the weekly 
cash prize of Afl. 
1000.Besides that 
they also qualified 
to participate to 
win the big prize of 
Afl. 50.000. 

All Postpaid 
clients had to do 
was pay their bill 
before the 29th of 
the month during 
the campaign to 
participate to win 
the prize of Afl. 2500 every 
month and also to have a 
chance to win the big prize of 
Afls. 50.000. 

Digicel was very happy to 
abe able to make one of their 
clients so happy in this end of 
the year season and to be ably 
to give back to their clients 
who has shown them support 
during the whole year. 

Photo depicts as Digicel’s 
GM is handing over the big 
check of afl. 50.000 to 
Marisol Angela accompanied 
by family members who were 
also at hand to help her cele¬ 
brate. 
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f Hugo f is me, 
Scorsese says 
of new film 

(AFP)—Martin Scorsese 
leaves the tough guy world 
far behind with his latest 
film "Hugo”, a 3D fantasy 
set in pre-war Paris about 
an orphan and a toymaker - 

- as well as about himself, 
the US director said Mon¬ 
day. 

’’Hugo”, which hit US 
screens last month, is at 
once a warming Christmas 
carol and a cinephile's trib¬ 
ute to one of the art form's 
founding fathers, the 
Frenchman Georges 

Melies, a real-life magician 
turned experimental film¬ 
maker. 

"As I was making the 
film, more and more people 
kept telling me: 'That's 
you’," Scorsese told a press 
conference in Paris. "And 
ultimately by the time we 
had finished editing, there 
was no doubt. 

"'C'est moi"’ (It's me), he 
quipped in French, picking 
up on the line by the 19th- 
century writer Gustave 
Flaubert who famously pro¬ 
claimed the same of his 
seminal work Emma Bo¬ 
vary. 

Scorsese adapted the 
movie from a best-selling 
illustrated novel by US au¬ 
thor Brian Selznick, "The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret" 

— which in turn was in¬ 
spired by a study of Melies' 
collection of lost automata. 
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Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Full resort facilities and services 
Prime location near 18-hole golf course 
Financing Available 
Vacation rental program 


We Invite You To Visit Our 
Model Villa & Hawn Home 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturdays & Sundays 
upon appointment 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com * E-mail: rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 

Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 

Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 • www.goldcoastaruba.com 


— J * * * 
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Subway Employees say a big Thank You 



According to Selimah 
Maduro, Marketing Manager 
of Subway Aruba, during the 
past days their office and 
their employees have been 
receiving many calls from 
friends and clients of Subway 
inquiring about the well¬ 
being of their employees and 
expressing their concern for 
everyone, relative to the ter¬ 
rible accident which occured 
at their Savaneta restaurant. 
Maduro says, ...”We are very 
grateful that so many people 
has shown concern for our 
team mates....Thank you 
very much!” 

Subway management in¬ 
forms their clients that, be¬ 
cause of the unfortunate 
accident of last Thursday 
where a truck destroyed the 
Savaneta restaurant in a traf¬ 
fic accident, that this restau¬ 
rant will be closed until 
further notice. 

Subway expressed thanks 


to God that no one in the 
restaurant was hurt in the ac¬ 
cident. To their faithful 


clients of the Savaneta 
restaurant, Selimah Maduro 
extends a warm welcome to 


visit their Subway Santa 
Cruz or Subway Cura Cabay 
restaurants. These are the 


restaurants closest to those 
living in the San Nicolaas 
area. These restaurants also 
offer the same services and 
fresh healthy products pre¬ 
pared in front of you in their 
restaurants. 

They expect to reopen the 
Subway Alhambra restaurant 
very soon once the renova¬ 
tion and expantion process is 
complete. They look forward 
to continuing their service to 
their clients in that area as 
well. Subway is the largest 
fast food restaurant chain on 
Aruba, and has developped 
an impressive reputation for 
excellent, hygienic service; 
and for their superb healthy 
and fresh sandwiches. Sub¬ 
way’s restaurant staff is also 
exceptionally friendly and 
amiable people, which makes 
their service even more en¬ 
joyable. 

Photo depicts Subway Sa¬ 
vaneta after the accident. 
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Aruba's One 
And Only 
department 
Store 


Mamstreet Powntowp® 

1 € *oo< 

1 Men swear, 

A luggage and more 

Textile & notions, 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bed room and morei^F 

c\°°* 

Jk 

M Ladies wear 
^•And girls wear 

La Linda's Office an soon 
% cafeteria & more. 1 J 


Samson ice 


Aruba's 
Biggest 
Store 

Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 1-3 In the beginning of the mainstreet. 


For the 
Whole 
Family 


Best 

Brands 

Best 

Prices 


International News 

Belgium ends political crisis 
as new cabinet formed 



Party members vote during a congress of Belgium's 
Christian Democrats party on December 3. The party ap¬ 
proved the coalition agreement sealed on November 30, 
leading the way to a new government. 


BRUSSELS (AFP)-Belgium’s 
incoming Socialist prime min¬ 
ister, Elio Di Rupo, and his 
five coalition partners have 
agreed on the make-up of a 
cabinet to be sworn in by King 
Albert II on Tuesday, political 
sources said. 

The swearing in by the 
monarch will bring an end to 
the country’s longest political 
crisis in history, which after 18 
months without a government 
left Belgium increasingly vul¬ 
nerable to pressure from finan¬ 
cial markets. 

Di Rupo is to hand his list 
of 12 ministers to Albert II late 
Monday before the swearing- 
in ceremony the next day. 

The 60-year-old politician, 


a career politician bom into a 
family of Italiam farmers who 
migrated to work in the 
coalmines, will be the first 
French-speaking premier in 
more than three decades in 
language-divided Belgium, 
and the first Socialist at the 
helm since 1974. 

He will also be Europe’s 
second openly gay head of 
government after Iceland's 
premier. 

After a June 2010 election 
failed to produce a decisive 
victor, the country's feuding 
politicians, who are split both 
politically and by Belgium's 
widening language divide, 
were unable to strike a coali¬ 
tion deal for months. 
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Thai Restaurant SAwasoee 

FRESH ANDJ7ELICI0US THAI FOOD COOKED FRESH TO ORDER. 
% v HONE GROWN HERBS AND SPICES 

j.t* BIG VARIETY ON VEGETARIAN DISHES 

’ '* * Located at Palm Beach 186b, next to Wendy's at 

walking distance from High Rise Hotels, phone 586 8071 
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Di Rupo for weeks has 
been finessing a government 
platform for six parties across 
the political spectmm with 
enough combined parliament 
seats to govern. 

With the debt crisis spread¬ 
ing across the eurozone like 
wildfire, bickering politicians 
put their quarrels aside last 
week after Belgium's borrow¬ 
ing costs soared last week and 
ratings giant Standard & 
Poor's cut its credit score. 

The downgrade jolted 
politicians into agreeing an 
austerity budget that aims to 
balance the books by 2015. 

Di Rupo's cabinet includes 
six portfolios for other French- 
speakers from southern Wallo- 
nia and six for Dutch-speakers 
from wealthier northern Flan¬ 
ders, which accounts for 60 
percent of the 10.5 million 
population. 

The prestige foreign affairs 
portfolio would go to current 
caretaker finance minister Di- 
dier Reynders, a French- 
speaking liberal. 

He would trade places with 
current foreign minister 
Steven Vanackere, a Dutch¬ 
speaking liberal. 

Absent from the talks and 
the coalition however is Bel¬ 
gium's biggest party, the sepa¬ 
ratist Flemish N-VA led by 
Bart De Wever. 

De Wever has dismissed the 
coalition as "a minority gov¬ 
ernment for Flanders, impos¬ 
ing cuts that a majority of 
Flemish will have to pay for." 

Many in wealthier Dutch¬ 
speaking Flanders feel their 
taxes are financing the poorer 
French-speaking south. 

Di Rupo will outline the 
coalition 180-page platform to 
parliament on Wednesday, 
with the new premier then free 
to join this week's crucial Eu¬ 
ropean Union summit. 


Chile to pay Pinochet 
victims' families $3 
million 


SANTIAGO (AFP) - Chile 
will pay some $3 million to 
families of 48 victims of dic¬ 
tator Augusto Pinochet's 
regime who were given re¬ 
mains erroneously identified 
as their missing loved ones, 
officials said Monday. 

The State Defense Council, 
which represents the govern¬ 
ment in courts, announced the 
settlement providing up to 
$20,000 in disbursements per 
wrongly identified victim. 

In 2006, several families 
were informed of mistakes in 
the identification of remains 
found in 1991 in Santiago 
cemetery tombs that had ini¬ 
tially been confirmed as be¬ 
longing to a relative killed 
under Pinochet's 1973-1990 
rule. 

Several of the families 
were ordered to return remains 
they had buried. 

"They essentially relived 


the disappearance a second 
time. The pain came back and 
there were even people who 
died of a broken heart," said 
Lorena Pizarro, president of 
the AFDD group for victims' 
families, as she welcomed the 
government's move. 

In the wake of outrage over 
the case, the remains of 124 
bodies from Patio 29 of the 
General Cemetery in Santiago 
were sent abroad for sophisti¬ 
cated tests, while Chile's legal 
and medical officials reviewed 
their protocols. 

Some 45 Patio 29 bodies 
have been successfully identi¬ 
fied so far. 

Around 3,225 people were 
murdered or disappeared for 
political reasons under 
Pinochet, while about 37,000 
were tortured or illegally held, 
according to figures recently 
reviewed by an official com¬ 
mission. 



CHIA, Colombia : Handout picture released by the 
Colombian presidency showing Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos (3rd R-in red) in the Bogota river, 
in Chia, Cundinamarca Department, on December 5, 
2011. At least 96 people have died as a result of Colom¬ 
bia's second annual rainy season, according to the Red 
Cross. State weather monitors have warned that the 
heavy rains, which began in September, will last 
through the first months of 2012 due to the cyclical La 
Nina weather phenomenon. AFP PHOTO 
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Netherlands 
to apologise 
for 1947 
Indonesia 
massacre 

THE HAGUE (AFP) - The 
Dutch government will for¬ 
mally apologise to Indonesia 
for the Dutch army's 1947 ex¬ 
ecutions of scores of people, 
the foreign ministry said 
Monday. 

Dutch troops fighting to 
retain Indonesia as a colony 
swept into the Javan village 
of Rawagede and carried out 
the mass executions. Dutch 
officials say 150 people were 
killed, but a support group 
says the death toll was 431. 

In September, a Hague- 
based court ruled in favour of 
seven widows and a survivor 
of the massacre in the village 
east of Jakarta, known today 
as Balongsari. An eighth 
widow in the ease died ear¬ 
lier. 

The Netherlands agreed to 
pay 180,000 euros 
($242,000) total in compen¬ 
sation. 

"The Dutch ambassador to 
Indonesia will on Friday 9 
December apologise in the 
name of the Dutch govern¬ 
ment for what happened," 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Aad Meijer said, adding that 
the ambassador would ad¬ 
dress residents during a cere¬ 
mony in the village. 

"I hope these (apologies) 
will help parents close this 
difficult episode in their 
lives," Foreign Minister Uri 
Rosenthal said in a statement. 

The Netherlands has previ¬ 
ously expressed regret over 
the killings and their illegal¬ 
ity, but never formally apolo¬ 
gised. 
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LatAm holds Mexico summit on crime, drug trafficking 


MERIDA (AFP) - The presi¬ 
dents of Mexico, the Domini¬ 
can Republic, Colombia and 
various Central American na¬ 
tions took part Monday in a 
summit seeking better re¬ 
gional cooperation on fight¬ 
ing crime and drug 
trafficking. 

President Alvaro Colom of 
Guatemala was one of the 
speakers to praise the efforts 
of the two-decade old Tuxtla 
Group summit, saying that 
their mutual cooperation al¬ 


lows member nations to 
"leave our differences by the 
wayside, and work together 
for the development of our 
region." 

The Tuxtla Group, which 
has had various names over 
the years, was created in 
1991 as a forum for setting 
and advancing shared eco¬ 
nomic and development 
goals of member countries. 

Several countries which 
are not members of the 
Tuxtla Group sent observer 


delegations to the proceed¬ 
ings in Merida, Mexico. 

Chile's president Sebastian 
Pinera, who was one of sev¬ 
eral leaders attending the 
meeting under observer sta¬ 
tus, stressed that drug traffick¬ 
ers are "a formidable and 
despised enemy" who will 
only be defeated through their 
combined regional efforts. 

Other topics on the agenda 
included efforts to harmonize 
electronic communication 
and road transport across the 


region, and the need for in¬ 
vestments to modernize its 
aging infrastructure systems. 

The Fatin American lead¬ 
ers were expected to close out 
the summit later Monday 
signing a joint declaration 
drafted last October in 
Tuxtla, capital of Chiapas 
state in Mexico. 

Colombia in recent years 
has succeed in slowing what 
had been the unrelenting bar¬ 
rage of deaths linked to drug 
cartels. 


But two other countries in 
the regional group, Mexico 
and Guatemala, find them¬ 
selves in the grip of brutal 
drug violence, as ruthless car¬ 
tels fight for dominion over 
the drug corridors leading to 
the lucrative US market. 

In Mexico, more than 45,000 
people have died in drug-related 
violence since President Felipe 
Calderon launched a military 
crackdown on organized crime 
five years ago involving tens of 
thousands of troops. 
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Britain to 'open up' state 
health to industry: PM 


LONDON (AFP)- British 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron was to unveil plans 
which could allow patient 
records held by the nation¬ 
alised health service to be 
shared with private firms in a 
bid to boost its ailing economy. 

Cameron was set to make a 
speech outlining the govern¬ 
ment's strategy for the life-sci¬ 
ence industry, in which he was 
to insist on "opening up" the 
National Health Service 
(NHS) in order to make health 
a "huge magnet" for economic 
growth. 

"The most crucial, funda¬ 
mental thing we're doing is 
opening up the NHS to new 
ideas," he was to add. 

This corporation could in¬ 
clude allowing private life-sci¬ 
ence companies to use 
state-funded hospitals and to 
access anonymous NHS pa¬ 
tient records, Britain' press re¬ 
ported Sunday. 

Andy Burnham, health 
spokesman for the opposition 


Labour Party, promised to 
fight the proposals, saying: 
"We will not allow David 
Cameron to throw away essen¬ 
tial safeguards in his despera¬ 
tion to develop a credible 
industrial strategy." 

Privacy activist Nick Pick¬ 
les also criticised the plans, 
adding: "It is for patients, not 
the government, to decide 
what happens with their med¬ 
ical information. 

"Britain has the potential to 
become a powerhouse in the 
world's life sciences industry," 
a government source told the 
Sunday Telegraph. 

"We want to see much 
closer collaboration between 
the NHS and life-science com¬ 
panies - not just greater data- 
sharing, but more clinical trials 
in hospitals," added the source. 

Britain's life-sciences indus¬ 
try employs more than 
160,000 people and has an an¬ 
nual turnover of around £50 
billion. 


S.Africa ponders sex 
education for 10-yr-olds 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - 
Children as young as 10 could 
be taught about safe sex in 
South African schools as the 
country battles to contain pre- 
teen pregnancy and HIV infec¬ 
tion, the department of health 
said on Monday. 

Health and education offi¬ 
cials are scratching their heads 
over when kids are old enough 
to hear about the birds and the 
bees in an education plan due 
next year. 

"Is 10 too early or too late? 
We want to start as early as 
possible," said education min¬ 
istry spokeswoman Hope 
Mokgatlhe. 

A health ministry report on 
HIV infection among pregnant 
women published last week 
showed an increase in infec¬ 


tions among young girls aged 
10-14 in 2010. Almost 10 per¬ 
cent of the 121 future young 
mothers carried the virus. 

"A number of young kids 
are falling pregnant, kids as 
young as 11 to 12, contracting 
sexually-transmitted diseases," 
health ministry spokesman 
Fidel Hadebe told AFP. 

In September, a primary 
school in Port Elizabeth, in the 
Eastern Cape Province 
sparked outrage amongst par¬ 
ents after giving contraception 
by injection to school girls. 

A plan to distribute con¬ 
doms at public schools was 
also scrapped two years ago 
amidst accusations it would 
only encourage teenagers to 
have sex younger. 
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Open 7 days a week 11 am -11 pm. 
for reservations 
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Hanoi must close drug rehab 
centres: UN expert 


HANOI (AFP) - A UN expert 
on Monday called on commu¬ 
nist Vietnam to close its com¬ 
pulsory rehabilitation centres 
for drug users and sex work¬ 
ers, which he said were expen¬ 
sive, ineffective and 
counterproductive. 

Detention and compulsory 
treatment violate drug users' 
rights and raise concerns about 
due process, the UN special 
rapporteur on the right to 
health, Anand Grover, told re¬ 
porters at the end of a 10-day 
mission. 

"I wholeheartedly support 
the closure of the rehabilitation 
centres," Grover said, adding 
that detainees were forced to 
accept treatment and denied 
the right to informed consent 
over medical decisions. 

He said his research found 
that the compulsory rehabilita¬ 
tion centres cost "far too 
much" to run, adding the 
money would be better spent 
on alternatives, including 


methadone treatment and com¬ 
munity-based vocational train¬ 
ing. 

"Fortunately, the govern¬ 
ment has implemented a num¬ 
ber of pilot methadone 
treatment programmes," said 
Grover, an independent expert 
appointed by the UN Human 
Rights Council. 

In September, US-based 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
issued a 126-page report, ac¬ 
cusing Vietnam of holding 
drug users in the "forced 
labour" centres that, it said, fail 
to provide appropriate treat¬ 
ment and are rife with physical 
abuse. 

Rather than getting therapy, 
detainees had to perform man¬ 
ual labour by processing 
cashews, farming, sewing gar¬ 
ments or working in construc¬ 
tion — in violation of 
international law, the watch¬ 
dog said. 

Detainees who refused to 
work or contravened other 


rules were subjected to beat¬ 
ings or "torture" including 
electric shock, HRW said. 

Hanoi accused the watch¬ 
dog of distorting the facts and 
described the facilities as a 
"humane" way to help people 
kick their drug addiction and 
prepare to return to society. 

"Treatment labour" helps 
addicts improve their health, 
professional skills, and respon¬ 
sibilities to family and society, 
a government spokeswoman 
said at the time. 

Government figures issued 
last year showed the country 
had about 150,000 drug ad¬ 
dicts and 30,000 sex workers. 

Heroin is the most com¬ 
monly used illicit drug in the 
country of about 86 million 
people. 

Under Vietnamese law sex 
workers can be detained for 
between three and 18 months 
while drug addicts can be held 
for up to four years in the cen¬ 
tres, the UN says. 


Fewer US teens 'sexting' than feared 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Only around 2.5 percent of 
teens engage in "sexting," or 
sending sexual images by 
phone or email, and few of 
these would violate pornogra¬ 
phy laws. 

"Lots of people may be 
hearing about these cases dis¬ 
covered by schools and par¬ 


ents because they create a 
furor, but it still involves a 
very small minority of youth," 
said lead author Kimberly 
Mitchell of the University of 
New Hampshire's Crimes 
against Children Research 
Center. 

The study found that 2.5 
percent of youth surveyed 
have participated in sexting in 
the past year, but only one 
percent involved images that 
potentially violate child 
pornography laws with im¬ 
ages that showed "naked 
breasts, genitals or bottoms." 

In a second study, re¬ 
searchers discovered that in 
most sexting cases investi¬ 
gated by the police, no juve¬ 
nile arrest occurred. 

There was an arrest in 36 


percent of the cases where 
there were aggravating activi¬ 
ties by youth, such as using 
the images to blackmail or ha¬ 
rass other youth. In cases 
without aggravating elements, 
the arrest rate was 18 percent. 

The second study was 
based on a national sample of 
675 sexting cases collected 
from law enforcement agen¬ 
cies. The study also found that 
the very few teens who were 
subjected to sex offender reg¬ 
istration had generally com¬ 
mitted other serious offenses 
such as sexual assault. 

In both studies, researchers 
found that sexual images of 
youth rarely were widely dis¬ 
tributed online as many par¬ 
ents, youth, and law 
enforcement fear. 
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Gowalla team checks 
into Facebook 



(AFP) - The founders of 
Gowalla said Monday that 
they are winding down the lo¬ 
cation-sharing service and 
joining Facebook. 

"We're excited to announce 
that we'll be making the jour¬ 
ney to California to join Face- 
book!" Josh Williams, a 
co-founder of the Austin, 
Texas-based company said in 
a blog post. 

Facebook confirmed that 
Gowalla co-founders Williams 
and Scott Raymond and other 
members of Gowalla would 
join Facebook's design and en¬ 
gineering teams in January. 

Financial terms of the deal 
were not disclosed. 

"In talking with the 
Gowalla team, we realized that 
we share many of the same 
goals: building great products 
that reach millions of people, 
making a big impact quickly, 
and creating new ways for 
people to connect and share 
what's going on in their lives," 
a Facebook spokesman said. 

"While Facebook isn't ac¬ 


quiring the Gowalla 
service or technol¬ 
ogy, we're sure that 
the inspiration be¬ 
hind Gowalla will 
make its way into 
Facebook over time," 
the spokesman said. 

Williams said 
Gowalla, which 
launched two years 
ago, will wind down 
at the end of January 
and the company will let users 
know how they can export 
their data and photos. 

"As we move forward, we 
hope some of the inspiration 
behind Gowalla — a fun and 
beautiful way to share your 
journey on the go — will live 
on at Facebook," he said. 

Like Foursquare, another 
popular location-based serv¬ 
ice, Gowalla lets users with 
GPS-equipped smartphones 
share their whereabouts. 

Friends at Gowalla share 
pictures and comments from 
places they visit, earning 
"passport stamps" as souvenirs 
of their adventures. 

Facebook last year 
launched Facebook Places, its 
first venture into offering loca¬ 
tion-based services. 

With Facebook Places, 
members of the social network 
can "check-in" from restau¬ 
rants, bars or other social ven¬ 
ues and let their friends know 
where they are. 
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Sci-Tech 


NASA confirms 'super-Earth' 
that could hold life 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - In 
another step toward finding 
Earth-like planets that may 
hold life, NASA said Monday 
the Kepler space telescope has 
confirmed its first-ever planet 
in a habitable zone outside our 
solar system. 

French astronomers earlier 
this year confirmed the first 
rocky exoplanet to meet key 
requirements for sustaining 
life. But Kepler-22b, initially 
glimpsed in 2009, is the first 
the US space agency has been 
able to confirm. 

Confirmation means that 
astronomers have seen it 
crossing in front of its star 
three times. But it doesn't 
mean that astronomers know 
whether life actually exists 
there, simply that the condi¬ 
tions are right. 

Such planets have the right 
distance from their star to sup¬ 
port water, plus a suitable tem¬ 
perature and atmosphere to 
support life. 

Spinning around its star 
some 600 light years away, 
Kepler-22b is 2.4 times the 
size of the Earth, putting it in 
class known as "super- 
Earths," and orbits its Sun-like 
star every 290 days. 

Its near-surface tempera¬ 
ture is presumed to be about 
72 degrees Fahrenheit (22 
Celsius). Scientists do not 
know, however, whether the 
planet is rocky, gaseous or liq¬ 
uid. 

The planet's first "transit," 
or star crossover, was captured 
shortly after NASA launched 
its Kepler spacecraft in March 
2009. 

NASA also announced that 
Kepler has uncovered 1,094 
more potential planets, twice 
the number it previously had 
been tracking, according to re¬ 
search being presented at a 
conference in California this 
week. 

Kepler is NASA's first mis¬ 
sion in search of Earth-like 
planets orbiting suns similar to 
ours, and cost the US space 
agency about $600 million. 

It is equipped with the 
largest camera ever sent into 
space — a 95-megapixel array 
of charge-coupled devices — 
and is expected to continue 
sending information back to 
Earth until at least November 
2012. 

Kepler is searching for 
planets as small as Earth, in¬ 
cluding those orbiting stars in 
a warm, habitable zone where 
liquid water could exist on the 
surface of the planet. 

The latest confirmed exo¬ 
planet that could support life 


brings to three the 
total number con¬ 
firmed by global 
astronomers. 

In addition to 
French as¬ 

tronomers' con¬ 
firmed finding of 
Gliese 58 Id in 
May, Swiss as¬ 
tronomers re¬ 
ported in August 
that another 
planet, HD 85512 j^is NASA artist’s conception illustrates 
b, about 36 light Kepler-22b, a planet known to comfort- 



years away a ^|y c j rc | e j n the habitable zone of a 
se^ed to be in sun _ Mke star . 

the habitable zone 


of its star. 

However, those two planets 
are "orbiting stars smaller and 
cooler than our Sun," NASA 
said in a statement, noting that 
Kepler-22b "is the smallest yet 
found to orbit in the middle of 
the habitable zone of a star 
similar to our Sun." 


A total of 48 exoplanets 
and exomoons are potential 
habitable candidates, among a 
total of 2,326 possibilities that 
Kepler has identified so far. 

The top rankers are listed in 
an online catalog that indexes 
bodies outside our solar sys¬ 
tem, available online at 
http://phl.upr.edu. 



PARIS: Handout photo released on December 5, 2011 by 
Nature shows a figure depicting the immense size of the 
black hole discovered in the galaxy NGC 3842. NGC 3842, 
shown in the background image, is the brightest galaxy 
in a rich cluster of galaxies. The black hole is at its center 
and is surrounded by stars (shown as an artist's concept 
in the central figure). The black hole is seven times larger 
than Pluto's orbit. Our solar system (inset) would be 
dwarfed by it. AFP PHOTO 


MUMBAI: In this handout photograph released by Plan- 
etSolar SA, the MS Turanor PlanetSolar catamaran is pic¬ 
tured leaving the port city of Mumbai on December 3, 
2011. The crew of the boat are attempting to make the 
first round the world trip powered by solar energy. 

AFP PHOTO 
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Finance 


US stocks pare gains after euro¬ 
zone credit reports 




QATAR, Doha : Omani oil Minister Mohammad bin Hamad 
bin Saif al-Rumhi (L) and UAE Minister of Energy Mo- 
hamed Bin Dhaen al-Hamli attend the 20th World Petro¬ 
leum Congress (WPC) in Doha on December 5, 2011. 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani reassured 
consuming countries that energy supplies from the Mid¬ 
dle East will not be disrupted by political upheavals 
sweeping the region. AFP PHOTO 


US Navy in big biofuel 
purchase 


NEW YORK(AFP) - US 
stock markets pared gains 
Monday on news that Ger¬ 
many and five other triple-A 
eurozone countries face the 
prospect of a credit down¬ 
grade. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average pulled back from 
triple-digit advances and rose 
78.41 points (0.65 percent) to 
finish the day at 12,097.83. 

The tech-heavy Nasdaq 
Composite added 28.83 
points (1.10 percent) to 
2,655.76, while the broader 


S&P 500-stock index ad¬ 
vanced 12.89 points (1.03 
percent) to 1,257.08. 

Denting sentiment was a 
Financial Times report that 
US-based ratings firm Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's was poised to 
announce later Monday that 
its was putting the triple-A 
rated Germany, France, the 
Netherlands, Austria, Fin¬ 
land, and Fuxembourg on 
"creditwatch negative" due to 
the deepening eurozone pub¬ 
lic debt crisis. 

S&P announced after the 


markets closed that it had put 
the six top-rated countries 
and nine other eurozone 
members on "creditwatch 
negative" due to the deepen¬ 
ing eurozone public debt cri¬ 
sis. 

"Today's CreditWatch 
placements are prompted by 
our belief that systemic 
stresses in the eurozone have 
risen in recent weeks to the 
extent that they now put 
downward pressure on the 
credit standing of the euro¬ 
zone as a whole," S&P said in 
a statement. 

The news of the looming 
warning shook Wall Street 
sentiment. 

"The retreat came from a 
negative reaction to the no¬ 
tion that Europe's AAA-rated 
countries could face a down¬ 
grade from analysts at S&P," 
Briefing.com analysts said. 

Still, stocks managed to 
extend last week’s sharp rally 
amid increasing optimism 
that Europe was heading to¬ 
ward a solution to the euro¬ 
zone sovereign debt crisis. 

Traders digested news that 
Germany and France, the eu¬ 
rozone's biggest economies, 
want a new European Union 
treaty by March with tougher 
budgetary rules to deal with 
the eurozone debt crisis. 

The agreed goal came 
after talks between German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy on Monday in prepa¬ 
ration for an EU summit 
Thursday and Friday. 

In a further sign that Eu¬ 
rope was coming to grips 
with the threat of widespread 
debt contagion, Italy, the 
zone's third-largest economy, 
presented a tough austerity 
package of spending cuts, tax 
hikes and pension reforms to 
parliament. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Navy unveiled plans yes¬ 
terday for its biggest-ever bio¬ 
fuel purchase as part of an 
effort to reduce dependence 
on imported oil. 

US Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus said the 450,000 gal¬ 
lons (1.7 million liters) were 
part of the "largest single pur¬ 
chase of advanced drop-in 
biofuel in government his¬ 
tory." The biofuel also 
"comes from non-food 
sources and does not increase 
the carbon footprint." 

The purchase aims to meet 
President Barack Obama's 
goal "to achieve more energy 
security by finding ways to 
lessen our dependence on oil 
and fossil fuels," Mabus said. 

The Defense Department 
will purchase biofuel made 


from a blend of non-food 
waste, including algae pro¬ 
duced by Solazyme and used 
cooking oil from the 
Louisiana-based Dynamic 
Fuels, LLC, a joint venture of 
Tyson Foods and Syntroleum 
Corp. 




















































































































12 


Tuesday, December 6, 2011 


THE MORNING NEWS 



Nose flash: a super shopping bag 'Hugo' is me, Scorsese 
for the Clown Doctors of Aruba says of new film 



A new, very colorful shopping 
bag is now available at three 
great stores on Aruba: DA, 
Top-1-Toys and Bruna, all 
three located next to each 
other on the Boulevard. It is a 
bag with a story behind it: it’s 
a fun(d)raising bag, made by 
Curasao artist Andre Nagte- 
gaal and the proceeds will go 
to aid the CliniClowns and the 
Clown Doctors of Aruba. The 
work of the clowns consists of 
bringing rays of sunshine, get¬ 
ting a laugh or a smile when 
they visit the children’s ward 
of the hospital, the mentally 
challenged kids and the elderly 
on the island. 


The idea of the bag has 
come from the CliniClowns, 
the clowns’ colleagues from 
our sister island Curasao, 
where the bag sale has already 
started at Zuikertuin Mall. 
Each year a new, limited edi¬ 
tion bag will come out so that 
people who wish to support 
the CliniClowns and Clown 
Doctors will be able to start a 
collection. BDO, Stradius, Re- 
fineria Isla Curasao BV and 
the CliniClowns are sponsors 
of this fun 'collectors’ item’ 
project. 

Artist Andre Nagtegaal is 
well-known on Curasao and 
abroad. His paintings depict 


typical Caribbean scenes with 
multicultural aspects. 

The boxes with the colorful 
bags arrived at DA, Top-1- 
Toys and Bruna last Friday; a 
good reason to raise a glass of 
bubbly with the three store 
managers and their teams and 
happy president of the Clown 
Doctors of Aruba Peter Bal- 
liere and one of his crew of 
clowns. 

The bags are for sale for 
AWG. 12,50; they surely will 
make an impact when filled 
with presents and carried by 
Zwarte Piet or beneath the 
Christmas tree. 


feel 

your 

boobies. 

. 5 ^ 


Please remember to 
check your breasts 
every month 




PARIS (AFP) - Martin Scors¬ 
ese leaves the tough guy world 
far behind with his latest film 
"Hugo”, a 3D fantasy set in 
pre-war Paris about an orphan 
and a toymaker — as well as 
about himself, the US director 
said Monday. 

"Hugo", which hit US 
screens last month, is at once a 
warming Christmas carol and 
a cinephile's tribute to one of 
the art form's founding fathers, 
the Frenchman Georges 
Melies, a real-life magician 
turned experimental film¬ 
maker. 

"As I was making the film, 
more and more people kept 
telling me: 'That's you'," 
Scorsese told a press confer¬ 
ence in Paris. "And ultimately 


by the time we had finished 
editing, there was no doubt. 

"'C'est moi'" (It's me), he 
quipped in French, picking up 
on the line by the 19th-century 
writer Gustave Flaubert who 
famously proclaimed the same 
of his seminal work Emma 
Bovary. 

Set in an imaginary Paris 
circa 1930, the film tells the 
story of 12-year-old Hugo 
Cabret, played by Asa Butter¬ 
field, who lives hidden in the 
walls of a Paris railway sta¬ 
tion, tasked with keeping its 
giant clocks wound and tick¬ 
ing. 

Hugo crosses paths with an 
old toymaker played by Ben 
Kingsley, who turns out to be 
none other than Melies, now 
fallen on hard times. As it 
turns out, Hugo is trying to re¬ 
pair a toy robot left to him by 
his dead father. 

Scorsese adapted the movie 
from a best-selling illustrated 
novel by US author Brian 
Selznick, "The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret" — which in turn 
was inspired by a study of 
Melies' collection of lost au¬ 
tomata. 
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AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with elec¬ 
trical outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transporta¬ 
tion 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra Casino and 
Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation exchange 
program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of 
driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental pro¬ 
gram 

• 24/7 availability of front 
desk, maintenance and house¬ 
keeping services 

• Complimentary use of all 
amenities at Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all in¬ 
clusive option at Divi and 
Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 


FREE CAR 
Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 


Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


Adorable and affordable; 
5 Burgers Aruba offers 
an island twist to the 
nreat American Burner 


Aaron and Manager Marc Anthony 


Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, 
or you vacation with us every year we invite you 
to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We know, we’re Divi 
Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 
40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addi¬ 
tion to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino. For years we’ve offered 
high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively partic¬ 
ipate in the Divi Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one va¬ 
cation to Aruba per year is simply not enough! 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership 
condominiums nestled within the lush greens of 
The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 


Make Aruba your second home! Condo¬ 
miniums from the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condo¬ 
minium and still enjoy the resort amenities of the 
Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, 
visit our sales office located in the golf club¬ 
house at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appoint¬ 
ment to view a condominium, contact sales di¬ 
rector John Kelly at (297) 583-9971 or 
email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


Expatriates residing on 
Aruba, Aaron and Rosie 
Walisever are living their 
dream: a home on paradise 
while welcoming all and 
sundry to their proud under¬ 
taking, 5 Burgers Aruba. 
Some may be quite well ac¬ 
quainted with a nationally 
known U.S franchise bear¬ 
ing the name “5”, and pa¬ 
trons can expect the same 
great quality between the 
buns, but an expanded 
menu and Rosie and Aaron’s 
fanatical dedication to giving 
their customers what they re¬ 
ally want has resulted in a 
unique menu. 

“You never get a second 
chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” comments Aaron; and 
upon entering 5 Burgers Aruba 
in The Village Mall in Palm 
Beach, one is struck by utterly 
spotless surroundings and a 
smiling, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, the 
main item on the menu is burg- 
ers-the way they were meant to 
be, thick and juicy, made fresh 
daily and 100% pure beef, the 
kind that made the hamburger 
a traditional American treat. 

Prices vary only slightly be¬ 
tween regular and small (basi¬ 
cally 2 patties or 1) with 
specialty items such as Gouda 
Burger, Farmer’s Burger, Man 
Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 
Burger with crispy onion rings 
and BBQ sauce. All of these 
can be personalized with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jalapeno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato.. .whatever the list goes 
on) at absolutely no extra cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 
fries, which are made from 
hand-cut fresh Idaho potatoes, 
is enough to be shared by two. 
He was very amused to watch 
a famous French chef demon¬ 
strating the best way to make 
fried potatoes on a gourmet 


cooking show and could only 
comment “He stole my 
recipe!” Try them the English 
way-with vinegar, and you’ll 
wonder how you ever ate fries 
without it. This same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

If you are a fan of crispy 
friend onion rings, as we are at 
THE MORNING NEWS, you 
cannot leave there without try¬ 
ing their secret recipe batter- 
dipped gourmet rings, made 
from fresh, not frozen onions. 
Unquestionably, the best we 
have had anywhere, and for 
those that like a little spice, the 
fried jalapenos are a real treat. 
Aaron and Rosie have expanded 
their menu to accommodate cer¬ 
tain tastes and dietary needs; 
they offer a tasty grilled chicken 
sandwich as well. 

5 Burgers Aruba is open for 
lunch & dinner - daily hours 
are Noon to 10-ish; delivery is 
available to both the high-rise 
and low-rise hotel and beach 
district for orders over $50. 
Enjoy a great lunch without 
ever leaving the beach by call¬ 
ing 586-3904. However, we 
suggest you stop by and enjoy 
their authentic, heartfelt hospi¬ 
tality; it is not unusual for ei¬ 
ther owner or Manager Marc 
Anthony when things are not 
too busy, to sit and chat while 
sharing their knowledge of the 
island. Totally yummy and fun 
plus a great deal for a quality 
burger, they are definitely 
worth a visit _ 
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Olympics : 2012 security 
budget doubled 



London 2012 Olympic Stadium picture 


LONDON(AFP) - The secu¬ 
rity budget for the 2012 Lon¬ 
don Olympics has doubled, a 
government report out Mon¬ 
day showed, with plans to re¬ 
cruit almost 14,000 extra 
personnel. 

The operation to provide 
security at more than 100 ven¬ 
ues has swollen after the deci¬ 
sion was taken to boost staff 
numbers, the December 2011 
Olympic Quarterly Economic 
Report showed. 

The report stressed that the 
increase was not in response to 
a specific security threat. 

The overall budget for the 
Games remains at £9.3 billion 
($14.5 billion, 10.8 billion 
euros), with £528 million so 
far unspent. 

The security cost has risen 
to £553 million, the figures 
from July to September 
showed, up £282 million on 
the 2010 spending review 
baseline. 

Instead of the 10,000 secu¬ 


rity officers initially planned 
for, there will now be 23,700, 
with the majority coming from 
a private firm. The military 
and volunteers will make up 
the rest. 

The government and 
Games organisers have gone 
through a detailed analysis of 
the number of security staff 
needed, Olympics minister 
Hugh Robertson explained. 

"As a result, to ensure a 
safe and secure Games, they 
have revised the numbers of 
trained staff required," he said. 

"We are therefore investing 
additional funds in providing 
nearly 24,000 venue security 
personnel plus specialist secu¬ 
rity equipment." 

Meanwhile the security 
budget for the opening and 
closing ceremonies has also 
effectively been doubled by an 
injection of £41 million from 
the public purse. 

"London’s opening and 
closing ceremonies are a once- 


in-a-generation opportunity to 
showcase the very best of our 
country to four billion people 
around the world," Robertson 
said. 

"To get the ceremonies ab¬ 
solutely right and boost the 
Games business and tourism 
legacy, we are putting addi¬ 
tional investment into our cer¬ 
emonies." 

Last month, defence minis¬ 
ter Philip Hammond said 
Britain was prepared to deploy 
surface-to-air missiles to pro¬ 
tect London during the 
Games, shortly after the gov¬ 
ernment rejected reports of US 
security fears. 

"The government carried 
out a full review of security 
arrangements in late 2010 and 
remains confident the right 
plans are in place to deliver a 
safe and secure Games for 
all," the report out Monday 
said. 

"The government’s ap¬ 
proach is intelligence-led and 
risk-based, giving the flexibil¬ 
ity to respond to any changes 
between now and Games time. 

"The planning assumption 
we have used throughout is 
that the Games will be deliv¬ 
ered in the context of a ’severe' 
level of terrorist threat." 

Security has been a key 
concern for all Games hosts 
and organisers since the 1972 
Olympics in Munich when 
nine kidnapped Israeli athletes 
and four of their captors from 
the Palestinian Black Septem¬ 
ber group, as well as a German 
policeman, were killed in a 
gun battle. 


New abuse claim against 
late Red Sox official 


BOSTON(AFP) - A man who 
worked in the Boston Red Sox 
clubhouse when he was a 
teenager in the 1990s said 
Monday that then clubhouse 
manager Donald Fitzpatrick, 
who died in 2005, sexually 
abused him. 

At a news conference Mon¬ 
day, Charles Crawford said 
Fitzpatrick assaulted him twice 
inside the clubhouse at fabled 
Fenway Park — once in an 
equipment room and once in a 
restroom. He was 16 at the 
time, and his accusation re¬ 
news a scandal that the club 
has dealt with before. 

While Fitzpatrick is dead 
and the statute of limitations 
has expired for filing lawsuits 
over the alleged incidents, 
Crawford and another Massa¬ 
chusetts man — who has asked 
not to be identified — are ac¬ 
cusing Fitzpatrick and seeking 


$5 million settlements from 
the club. 

"People need to know what 
happened," Crawford said. 
"It's still mind-boggling to 
me." 

Crawford said he decided to 
come forward now after US 
Senator Scott Brown's revela¬ 
tion earlier this year that he 
was molested by a counselor at 
a summer camp when he was 
10 and the more recent sexual 
abuse allegations made against 
former Penn State assistant 
football coach Jerry Sandusky. 

The scandal that rocked 
Penn State has been followed 
by an investigation into accu¬ 
sations of molestation against 
a Syracuse University assistant 
basketball coach. 

Crawford is not the first to 
accuse Fitzpatrick, who 
pleaded guilty in Florida in 
2002 to attempted sexual bat¬ 


tery on a child under the age of 
12 . 

The Red Sox also settled a 
lawsuit with seven Florida 
men who said Fitzpatrick mo¬ 
lested them during the team's 
spring training beginning in 
the 1970s. 

In a statement, Red Sox 
lawyer Daniel Goldberg said 
the club "have always viewed 
the actions of Mr. Fitzpatrick 
to be abhorrent." 

"When the team, then under 
a previous ownership group, 
became aware of the allega¬ 
tions against Mr. Fitzpatrick in 
1991, he was promptly re¬ 
lieved of his duties," Goldberg 
said. 

He said the Red Sox did not 
have specific information on 
the two most recent allegations 
and would not comment fur¬ 
ther. 



T.\j MaIiaI 

Tv\$te of 

'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 



IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9pm NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 
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Woods back in comfort zone 
with victory 



golfer Tiger Woods 
smiles while holding the cham¬ 
pionship trophy. 

THOUSAND OAKS (AFP) - 
Two years after his own indis¬ 
cretions sent his life into tur¬ 
moil, Tiger Woods returned to 
the winner’s circle on Sunday 
— and found it felt just as it al¬ 
ways had. 

”It feels great,” said Woods, 
the 14-time major champion 
who had not won a tournament 
since 2009 until capturing the 
$5 million Chevron World 
Challenge on Sunday. 
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Woods had been on a win 
drought since revelations of 
his secret sex life in Novem¬ 
ber of 2009 left his reputation 
in tatters, put his marriage on 
the path to divorce and sent 
sponsors fleeing. 

Amid the uproar, Woods' 
game suffered and his strug¬ 
gles continued in 2011 as he 
battled to cement swing 
changes despite injuries that 
limited his playing time. 

"I know it has been a 
while, but also for some rea¬ 
son it feels like it hasn't,” 
Woods said. "Because when I 
was coming down the stretch 
there, I felt so comfortable. 

Woods said he had felt it 
building as he took an early 
lead in the Australian Open 
last month. He finished third, 
but it was a solid prelude to a 
strong performance in Amer¬ 
ica's Presidents Cup match- 
play triumph. 

Woods, host of the 18-man 
Challenge event for the benefit 
of his charitable foundation, 
had led after 36 holes on Fri¬ 
day at Sherwood Country 
Club. 

After he slipped one behind 
Zach Johnson in a wind- 
whipped third round, all eyes 
were on Woods to see if he 
could finally finish out a vic¬ 
tory in the style that once 
made him a cross-cultural su¬ 
perstar. 

Woods duly delivered, with 
a birdie-birdie finish that 
erased a one-shot deficit and 
sealed the victory. 

A year ago, Woods held a 


four-shot lead over Northern 
Ireland's Graeme McDowell 
after the second and third 
rounds here, but finished run¬ 
ner-up in a playoff. 

He and coach Sean Foley 
had been working to change 
that, but progress was slowed 
when Woods injured his left 
knee and Achilles tendon en 
route to a share of fourth place 
at the Masters last April. 

He limped out of the Play¬ 
ers Championship after nine 
holes in May, pulled out of the 
US and British Opens, then 
missed the cut at the PGA 
Championship. 

Also tough, Woods ac¬ 
knowledged, was constantly 
being asked about the drought. 

"Started out, 'You haven't 
won in six months.' 

"Then a year, year and a 
half, two years. So it feels 
good to win a golf tournament. 

"But that's not the reason 
why I was playing. I'm not 
playing for you guys or any¬ 
thing like that. Just playing to 
get the 'W'. At the beginning of 
the week that's what I said, and 
I was able to get it.” 

Now it remains for Woods 
get a 'W' in an official full field 
event — perhaps even his first 
major since he won the 2008 
US Open despite serious leg 
injuries. 

Woods said this week he 
has yet to confirm his schedule 
for 2012, but he has entered 
the European Tour's Abu 
Dhabi Golf Championship on 
January 26-29. 

Before then, he said, he'll 
give himself a bit of a break. 



DALLAS (AFP) - Former Chicago Cubs star Ron Santo 
was elected to American baseball's Hall of Fame on Mon¬ 
day, a year after he died of complications of bladder can- 
cer.The third baseman won five Gold Gloves, was chosen 
for nine all-star games and belted 342 homers in a bril¬ 
liant career."lt's really exciting because so many years 
that we had parties over in his house in spring training 
saying this is the year, I'd tell him this is the year you're 
going in the baseball Hall of Fame," said former Cubs 
teammate Billy Williams.Santo, who died at age 70, also 
played with diabetes, a disease that eventually cost him 
both his legs below the knees.Santo was chosen by the 
Hall's Veterans Committee, drawing 15 votes from the 16- 
member panel. Santo will be officially inducted into 
Cooperstown on July 22. 



Open froml 1:00am - 11:00pm 
Closed on Monday 

For Reservation Please Call Tel: 587-9300 


COME WITH THIS AD AND RECEIVE ONE FREE ARUBIAN COCKTAIL 
WITH THE PURCHASE OF YOUR MEAL 


Packers edge 

continued from page 16 



Running back Ray Rice #27 of the Baltimore Ravens is 
tackled by defenders Jayme Mitchell #92 Chris Gocong 
#51 and Eric Hagg #27 of the Cleveland Browns at Cleve¬ 
land Browns Stadium. 


Houston (9-3) topped Atlanta 
17-10 to stay atop the AFC 
South by two games over Ten¬ 
nessee, which kept pace by 
beating Buffalo 23-17. 

New England (9-3) beat 
winless Indianapolis 31 -24 to 
stay atop the AFC East by 
two games over the New 
York Jets, who rallied late to 
down Washington 34-19. 

Washington's seventh loss 
in eight games came as 
Sports Illustrated reported 
that Redskins tight end Fred 
Davis and tackle Trent 
Williams, both starters, will 


be banned for the last four 
games of the season for posi¬ 
tive drug tests. 

Cam Newton scored his 
11th, 12th and 13th rushing 
touchdowns of the season to 
set an NFL record for such 
scores by a rookie quarter¬ 
back in Carolina's 38-19 vic¬ 
tory over Tampa Bay. 

Dexter McCluster caught 
a twice-deflected pass for a 
3 8-yard touchdown on the 
last play of the first half to 
give Kansas City a 10-3 vic¬ 
tory at Chicago. 



Apartments 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubal! #143, Noord, Aruba 
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL*1 


SAILING, SNORKELING, DINNER & BARHQPPIt 


*For the first 50 callers* 
Valid for direct reservations only. 


CALL: 586-2010 to make your 1 
Reservation Today! 


Packers edge Giants to remain unbeaten 



Defenders Jimmy Smith(notes) #22 and Jameel McClain(notes) #53 of the Baltimore 
Ravens tackle wide receiver Jordan Norwood(notes) #10 of the Cleveland Browns at 
Cleveland Browns Stadium on December 4, 2011 in Cleveland, Ohio. 


EASTRUTHERFORD 
(AFP) - Aaron Rodgers threw 
four touchdown passes and 
guided Green Bay's drive for 
the winning field goal to give 
the unbeaten Packers a 38-35 
NFL victory Sunday over the 
New York Giants. 

Mason Crosby kicked a 
31 -yard field goal on the final 
play of the game to extend 
Green Bay's best-ever start to 
12-0 with only four victories 
remaining to complete an un¬ 
defeated campaign. 


Green Bay clinched a play¬ 
off berth with the victory and 
the NFC North division title 
when New Orleans beat De¬ 
troit 31-17. Also booking a 
playoff spot was San Fran¬ 
cisco (10-2), which beat St. 
Louis 26-0 to seal the NFC 
West crown. 

The Giants (6-6) stumbled 
to their fourth loss in a row 
but remained only one game 
behind NFC East leader Dal¬ 
las, which lost 19-13 at Ari¬ 
zona. The Giants play Dallas 


next week and took confi¬ 
dence from testing the perfect 
Packers. 

"We've got to regroup," 
Giants coach Tom Coughlin 
said. "We really came to¬ 
gether. We played with emo¬ 
tion. If we play with positive 
intensity, those are the things 
that bind us together." 

Clay Matthews, who re¬ 
turned an interception 38 
yards for a first-half Packers 
touchdown, said the team will 
take victory in its stride even 
after a narrow escape. 

"It was the biggest test so 
far," he said. "We have done a 
fantastic job of overcoming 
adversity. 

Rodgers threw a 20-yard 
touchdown pass to Greg Jen¬ 
nings 5:10 into the third quar¬ 
ter to give Green Bay an 
11-point edge, but Eli Man¬ 
ning answered 3:20 later with 
a four-yard touchdown pass to 
Hakeem Nicks, pulling New 
York within 28-24. 

After Lawrence Tynes 



kicked a 50-yard field goal to 
lift the Giants within 28-27, 
Rodgers flipped a seven-yard 
touchdown pass to Donald 
Driver with 3:34 remaining to 
put Green Bay ahead 35-27. 

Manning answered by 
driving the Giants 69 yards 
for a touchdown, capping it 
with a two-yard scoring pass 
to Nicks with 58 seconds to 
play, and D.J. Ware ran for a 
two-point conversion to 
equalize at 35-35. 

The Packers took over and 
Rodgers, who finished with 
369 passing yards, hit passes 
of 24 yards to Jermichael Fin¬ 
ley, 27 yards to Jordy Nelson 
and 18 yards to Jennings to 
put Green Bay on the Giants' 


12-yard line, setting up 
Crosby's game-ending kick. 

Matt Prater kicked a 23- 
yard field goal as time expired 
to give the Denver Broncos a 
35-32 victory over Minnesota 
and their fifth victory in a 
row. 

Denver moved into a share 
of the AFC West division lead 
at 7-5 with Oakland, which 
lost 34-14 at Miami to end a 
three-game Raiders' win 
streak. 

Baltimore and Pittsburgh 
stayed even atop the AFC 
North at 9-3 with triumphs as 
the Ravens ripped Cleveland 
24-10 while Pittsburgh routed 
Cincinnati 35-7. 

continued on page 15 



Master Chef Vittorio MuscaWello invites you to come and sailor 
his superb classic Italian dishes inspired by regional traditions, 
paired icith dedicated service and the finest wines, creating the 
perfect Italian dining experience in the rustically elegant 
Hostaria da* Vittorio. 


Open for lunch and dinner, seven days a week. 

LG. Smith Boulevard 380, in front of the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
For reservations please call: 586-3838 or 586-3686 * Fax 586-6338 
E-mail: hostaWavittorio@setamet.aw • w/ww.hostaHavittorio.com 















































